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Letter from the President:

This last March, my wife Martha and I celebrated our fortieth wedding anniversary. It has been 
a long, great trip so far, with more good times yet to come. For fourteen of those years, we were 
YDJDERQGV��OLYLQJ�LQ�QLQH�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV�±�¿YH�RQ�WKH�(DVW�&RDVW��WKUHH�RQ�WKH�:HVW�&RDVW��DQG�
one in the middle. Then we found Happy Valley and haven’t moved since. Part of it was schools 
±�RXU�GDXJKWHU�ZDV�HQWHULQJ�¿UVW�JUDGH�DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW� WR�XSURRW�KHU�\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU��%XW�
mostly, Happy Valley just suits us. The familiar feeling of controlled disorder as you drive up 
+DSS\�9DOOH\�5RDG�±�ELJ�KRXVHV�QH[W�WR�OLWWOH�KRXVHV��PDQLFXUHG�JURXQGV�QH[W�WR�¿HOGV�RI�ZHHGV�
guarded by ramshackle fences, captains of industry next to captains of seven-year old minivans, 
major league ballplayers next to soft-baseball strikeout kings. It is both relaxing and reassuring.

After 26 years, Happy Valley Road should have gotten very old, but it never has. Going downhill, 
I’m usually headed toward something tasty, like the Peets coffee bar or the Diablo Foods meat 
FRXQWHU���,W�KDV�EHFRPH�D�³ÀRZ´�H[SHULHQFH�±�IXOO�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW��GRLQJ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
you want to be doing right now. Headed back up the hill, the satisfaction of rounding each curve 
is augmented by thoughts of how happy everyone will be with their steak hot off the grill later 
that evening.  Happy Valley has real quality; that elusive something that makes things feel just 
right, instead of half-fouled-up, like they usually are most of the time.

I say this not to be immodest, but to remind everyone who received this newsletter how fortunate 
ZH�DOO�DUH�WR�OLYH�LQ�VXFK�D�WHUUL¿F�SODFH��DQG�WR�XUJH�DOO�RI�XV�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�LW�ZKLOH�ZH�FDQ���

)RU�RXU�VWHOODU�QHLJKERUKRRG�LV�XQGHU�VLHJH��1RW�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ���VWRU\�DSDUWPHQWV�LQ�WKH�
%$57�SDUNLQJ� ORWV�DORQJ�'HHU�+LOO�5RDG�� WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�VWDWH� OHJLVODWXUH� LV�SXVKLQJ� WR�H[WHQG�
%$57¶V� ORQJ� DUP� D� KDOI�PLOH� LQ� HYHU\� GLUHFWLRQ��7KDW¶V� �� �RU�PD\EH� MXVW� ��� VWRU\� DSDUWPHQW�
EXLOGLQJV�DOO�WKH�ZD\�IURP�WKH�%$57�VWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�*OHQ�DQG�0RQWLFHOOR��RU�WKH�FRUQHU�
RI�+DSS\�9DOOH\�DQG�&UHVWPRQW���*LYHQ�WKDW�%$57�KDV�HQRXJK�WURXEOH�MXVW�UXQQLQJ�D�UDLOURDG��
the plan is a disaster waiting to happen.  After a long period of construction noise and pollution, 
a trip to Diablo Foods will be more like running a gantlet than a cruise lined with daffodils and 
birdhouses.  

$QG� IRU�ZKDW�SXUSRVH"� �1RW� IRU� UHGXFWLRQ�RI�JUHHQKRXVH�JDVVHV� �UHVLGHQWV�RI�RXWO\LQJ� WUDQVLW�
YLOODJHV� VWLOO� GHPDQG� FDUV� DQG� XVH� WKHP� IUHTXHQWO\��� � 1RW� IRU� ORZ�FRVW� KRXVLQJ� �PLG�ULVH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�PDQGDWRU\�XQLRQ�ODERU�ZLOO�PDNH�HYHQ�WLQ\�DSDUWPHQWV�TXLWH�H[SHQVLYH����$QG�
QRW�WR�SXW�PRUH�ULGHUV�RQ�%$57��WKHLU�WUDLQV�DUH�FUDPPHG�WR�FDSDFLW\�GXULQJ�UXVK�KRXUV�QRZ����
-XVW�XUEDQ�DQLPRVLW\�WRZDUG�WKH�VXEXUEV�SXVKHG�DORQJ�E\�GHYHORSHUV¶�SXUVXLW�RI�SUR¿W�

3HWHU�&ODUN



Fire Station 16:  Hardly Nearly Almost Done

%\�3HWHU�&ODUN

+DSS\�9DOOH\¶V�¿UH�VWDWLRQ�DW�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�/RV�$UDELV�DQG�8SSHU�+DSS\�9DOOH\�5RDG�LV�FORVH�WR�
FRPSOHWLRQ��%XW�QRW�TXLWH�\HW��7KH�ZKROH�SURFHVV�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�WKH�VFHQH�DW�D�GRJ�UDFLQJ�WUDFN��
The dogs are running like crazy, but their objective, a mechanical rabbit, keeps moving out in front 
RI�WKHP��QHYHU�WR�EH�FDXJKW��$W�¿UVW��RXU�¿UH�GHSDUWPHQW��WKH�&RQWUD�&RVWD�&RXQW\�)LUH�3URWHFWLRQ�
'LVWULFW����&&&)3'�RU�³&RQ�)LUH´�IRU�VKRUW�±�VHW�D�¿UP�FRPSOHWLRQ�GDWH�RI�³ODWH�0DUFK´��7KHQ�
H[WUD�UDLQ�PRYHG�WKH�GDWH�WR�³$SULO´��DQG�¿QDOO\�D�WHUULWRULDO�GLVSXWH�ZLWK�3*	(�DERXW�ZKHUH�WKH�
electricity meter would go moved it to June.

7KLV� LV� D� VHULRXV�PDWWHU�±�ZLWKRXW�¿UHPHQ�DQG�HTXLSPHQW� DW� WKH�QHZ� VWDWLRQ�� DUULYDO� WLPHV� LQ�
most of Happy Valley are about four minutes longer than if a crew has to travel from Station 43 
�LQ�2ULQGD�E\�6W��6WHSKHQV�&KXUFK���RU�HYHQ�ORQJHU�LI�WKH�¿UVW�UHVSRQVH�LV�IURP�6WDWLRQ�����RQ�
0W��'LDEOR�E\�%LJ�2�7LUHV����,Q�VRPH�VLWXDWLRQV��WKRVH�IHZ�VKRUW�PLQXWHV�FDQ�EH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�
between life and death. 

,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� UXQQLQJ� D� ¿UH� GHSDUWPHQW� LV� H[SHQVLYH�� )RXUWHHQ� FHQWV� RI� HYHU\� GROODU� SDLG� LQ�
3URSRVLWLRQ���� ����� UHDO�HVWDWH� WD[�JR� WR�&RQ�)LUH��$� UHDVRQDEOH�HVWLPDWH�RI� WKH�¿UH� WD[�SDLG�
DQQXDOO\�E\� WKH�������KRPHRZQHUV� LQ� WKH�+9,$� LV� WKHUHIRUH� �������[������������[� ������� �
�����PLOOLRQ�SHU�\HDU��RU�������PLOOLRQ�RYHU� WKH� VHYHQ�\HDUV� WKH� VWDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�FORVHG��$GG�
DQRWKHU�����IRU�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�KRPHV�VHUYHG�E\�6WDWLRQ�����DQG�\RX�JHW�DERXW�����PLOOLRQ��D�¿JXUH�
FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKH�ELJJHVW�EDQN�UREEHU\�LQ�8�6��KLVWRU\�>'XQEDU�$UPRUHG��������������PLOO@���

:KLOH�WKH�MXVW�UHWLUHG�&RQ�)LUH�&KLHI��-HII�&DUPDQ��DQG�KLV�VXFFHVVRU��/HZLV�%URVFKDUG��KDYH�
ERWK�ZRUNHG�QRQ�VWRS�WR�UHVWRUH�RXU�¿UH�VHUYLFHV��WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�REVWDFOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�WRR�KLJK�
DQG�WRR�QXPHURXV���,W�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�WLPH�IRU�6WDWLRQ����WR�EH�XS�DQG�UXQQLQJ�DJDLQ�

Wanted: A Few Good Neighbors

If you are interested in playing a more active role in our community, you may want to consider joining the Happy Valley 
Improvement Association Board. The Board meets 8-9 times a year; summers are meeting free. It is a great way to stay 
current on local events and meet new neighbors. Short on time? Volunteer for one of our projects. Please contact Peter Clark 
or return the form below.

YES! I am interested in volunteering for an HVIA project or joining the board.

_____________________________________________________ _________________________________________
Name        Phone 

_____________________________________________________ _________________________________________
Street Address       Email

Mail this form to: HVIA, Attn: Peter Clark, 4103 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette, CA 94549 



hoping to join one of the HVIA’s committees to 
take a more active role in the community. Thank 
you, HVIA, for reaching out for new members. 

>1RWH���$V�LQGLFDWHG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKLV�QHZVOHWWHU��
the HVIA is still looking for more board members 
DQG� YROXQWHHUV�� � (YHU\� OLWWOH� ELW� RI� KHOS� PDNHV�
+DSS\�9DOOH\�HYHQ�KDSSLHU�@

My daughter, her husband, their two-year-old 
VRQ��DQG�,�PRYHG�WR�WKH�8SSHU�+DSS\�9DOOH\�DUHD�
RI� /DID\HWWH� ODVW� VXPPHU� IURP� 5HGZRRG� &LW\��
Seeing the cute little bird houses on the backs of 
the signs put a smile on our faces and brought a 
ZDUP�IHHOLQJ�WR�RXU�KHDUWV��:H�WKRXJKW�KRZ�QLFH�
it was going to be to live in a town where people 
care enough about their community to do special 
things like that. So, when I saw a note on Nextdoor 
from the Happy Valley Improvement Association 
�+9,$��DVNLQJ��³'R�\RX�OLNH�WKH�GDIIRGLOV«DQG�
the bird houses? If so, why not join us at our next 
+9,$�PHHWLQJ"´��,�VDLG��³:K\�QRW�LQGHHG"�´�6R�,�
went to the meeting, had a lovely time, and got to 
learn about the HVIA projects underway for this 
\HDU�DQG�QH[W��2QH�RI�WKRVH�SURMHFWV�LV�DVVLVWLQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�UH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�)LUH�6WDWLRQ����RQ�
/RV�$UDELV�5RDG�DW�8SSHU�9DOOH\�5RDG��1RZ��,¶P�

Do you like the daffodils…and the bird houses?

%\�3HJJ\�/XFFKHVL



Happy Valley Improvement Association

2018-2019 Volunteer Roster

Last Name First Name Position Telephone Email

Clark Peter President 299-0819 pkclark@ucdavis.edu

Dunaway Mark Director 404-229-6962 mark.dunaway@gmail.com

Kelly James Volunteer james_kelly4@yahoo.com

Kowalski Jeff Director jeff.kowalski@gmail.com

Lucchesi Peggy Director peggy.m.lucchesi@gmail.com

Mathisen Byrne Vice President, City Liaison 284-9388 byrnemath@comcast.net

Moeller Greg Treasurer 283-2812 greg0361@comcast.net

Powell Colby Director 284-1414 Colby.Powell@pacbell.net

Zener Angie Volunteer angiezener@gmail.com



Upper Happy Valley Walkway Project

%\�0DUN�'XQDZD\

2QH�RI� WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQW�GLVFXVVLRQV�DW� WKH�PRQWKO\�ERDUG�PHHWLQJV�RI� WKH�+DSS\�9DOOH\�,PSURYHPHQW�
Association is how best to continue to beautify and improve our neighborhood - both for the HVIA members 
and for Lafayette as a whole.  A wonderful and existing attribute of our area is the neighborhood walking 
SDWK�DQG�WKLV�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�DJUHHG�WR�VWDUW�WKH�¿UVW��RI�ZKDW�ZH�KRSH�ZLOO�EH�PDQ\��QHZ�QHLJKERUKRRG�
improvements.  Don’t worry, folks, the Daffodil Project will continue to be our neighborhood lodestar and 
its excellence will be what we hope to emulate.

)LUVW�XS�LV�WKH�ZDONZD\�DORQJ�8SSHU�+DSS\�9DOOH\�5RDG���,I�\RX�XVH�WKLV�SDWK��\RX�PD\�KDYH�QRWLFHG�WKDW�
WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�VRPH�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHWHULRUDWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV���FUDFNV��DVSKDOW�HURVLRQ��FXUE�IDLOXUH���DQG�
ZH�ZLOO� DGGUHVV� WKHVH� LVVXHV� WKLV� VXPPHU��QRZ� WKH� UDLQ� VHHPV� WR�EH�RYHU�� �2QFH� WKH� UHSDLUV�KDYH�EHHQ�
FRPSOHWHG��ZH�ZLOO�DGG�PLOH�PDUNHUV�HYHU\�����WK�PLOH�DORQJ�WKLV�SDWK�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�RQH�RQ�+DSS\�9DOOH\�
5RDG���:H�KDYH�HQRXJK�PRQH\�LQ�WKH�EDQN�HDUPDUNHG�IRU�ZDONZD\V�WR�IXQG�WKLV�SURMHFW�

$V�SRLQW�SHUVRQ�IRU�WKLV�HQGHDYRU��,�ZRXOG�ZHOFRPH�DGGLWLRQDO�LGHDV��TXHVWLRQV�RU�WKRXJKWV���3KRQH��404-
229-6962���HPDLO��mark.dunaway@gmail.com��RU�WDON�WR�PH�DW�RXU�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�



photograph the birdhouses and 
TXDLO�� :H¶UH� DZDUGLQJ� D� SUL]H�
LQ� HDFK� RI� WZR� FDWHJRULHV�� ���� WKH�
JUHDWHVW� QXPEHU� RI� ELUGKRXVHV�
TXDLO�SKRWRJUDSKHG�� DQG� ���� WKH�EHVW�
SKRWRJUDSK� RI� D� ELUGKRXVH�TXDLO���
<RX� PD\� ¿QG� WKH� PRVW� SKRWRJHQLF�
bird family hosted in one of the 
KRXVHV�

Go to https://tinyurl.com/y3ygcnh9 
to post your photos by Sunday, May 
��WK�� � 2Q� :HGQHVGD\� QLJKW�� 0D\�
��WK�� DW� WKH� DQQXDO� +9,$� PHHWLQJ��
we’ll announce the two winners.

(DFK� SUL]H� LV� D� ���� JLIW� FDUG� IURP�
2UFKDUG�1XUVHU\��<RX�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�
be present to win.

:DONLQJ� RU� GULYLQJ� WKURXJK� RXU�
town, it’s hard to miss the uniquely 
whimsical birdhouses and quail 
that share space with the road 
VLJQV�� � 2XU� ORFDO� IULHQG� DQG�+9,$�
Treasurer, Greg Moeller, has been 
creating and gifting these for many 
years.  Sheltering native birds, and 
depicting our feathered neighbors, 
they’re beautiful adornments that 
add to the charm of our community.

Now that it’s spring, we’re holding 
a contest to encourage a walk 
around the neighborhood, enjoying 
the Happy Valley paths and these 
unique installations. As you walk, 

Happy Valley Birdhouse Photo Contest



DAFFODIL ORDER FORM
Yes!  We would love to participate in the Neighborhood 
Daffodil Planting Program. Please reserve 12-18 bulbs 
for us to plant this fall. 

___________________________________________________
NAME

___________________________________________________
ADDRESS

___________________________________________________
PHONE

___________________________________________________
Email

Mail this form to: HVIA 
Attn: Beautification 

P.O. Box 744 , Lafayette, CA 94549

Annual Members Meeting

The Annual Happy Valley 
Improvement Association Meeting

Wednesday May29 at 7pm
Happy Valley School Library

2XU�JXHVW�VSHDNHUV�ZLOO�EH�IURP�WKH�2UFKDUG�
Nursery in Lafayette, giving a presentation 
on What to Grow in Lafayette and How to 

Grow It.  There will also be a presentation by 
+9,$�%RDUG�PHPEHUV�RQ�\RXU�DVVRFLDWLRQ¶V�

activities, and maybe some discussion 
RI�WKH�UHFHQW�WXUPRLO�DW�&LW\�+DOO�

$V�XVXDO��OLJKW�UHIUHVKPHQWV��ERWWOHG�ZDWHU��
GHFDI�FRIIHH��FRRNLHV��ZLOO�EH�VHUYHG��

%HDXWL¿FDWLRQ�±�%LUGKRXVHV�DQG�'DIIRGLOV

%\�*UHJ�0RHOOHU

It was a very wet winter which made for a fabulous 
spring full of color.  

For those that decorated and hung birdhouses, 
I hope you had success attracting nesting birds.  
I will be building more birdhouses, with some 
ready to paint and decorate for the kids, and some 
completed and ready to hang.

This year, we are planning to introduce a variety 
of daffodil bulbs that will naturalize more easily 
WR�RXU�DUHD�� �:H�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�RIIHU� WKH�.LQJ�
$OIUHG�� EXW� WKLV� YDULHW\� KDV� KDG� GLI¿FXOW\� UH�
blooming each year.  So, this year, we hope to hand 
out a variety of bulbs, including the Paperwhite, 
%DUUHWW� %URZQLQJ�� 0DUWLQHWWH�� DQG� &UDJIRUG���
These bulbs should bloom with small clusters of 
���� ÀRZHUV�� DQG�PRUH� HDVLO\� QDWXUDOL]H� WR� WKHLU�
environment.  Then, the spring blossoms should 
more evenly spread throughout our neighborhood 
and not just at the gateways.  

As always, I’d like to extend a very special 
WKDQN�\RX�WR�:LOO�7KRUQ�IRU�KHOSLQJ�WR�PDNH�WKH�
weekend handout of bulbs and birdhouses such a 
JUHDW�VXFFHVV�� �$OVR�D�ELJ� WKDQN�\RX�WR�2UFKDUG�
Nursery for providing the wonderful bulbs they at 
D�JUHDW�YDOXH���

:LOO� DQG� ,�� DQG� P\� QHSKHZ�� %HQMDPLQ�� ORRN�
forward to meeting everyone this fall.  Don’t 
forget to complete the form below and mail it in 
or email me at greg0361@comcast.net.  Drop-ins 
DUH�ZHOFRPH�LI�\RX�IRUJHW�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�IRUP�



Happy Valley Improvement Association
3�2��%R[����
/DID\HWWH��&$������
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